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The Birth of the Birth Control Movement

Tue success oF Sanaer’s cross-country tour embaoldened her to
continue law-defing tactics. Four months of almest daily speaking appearnces,
newspaper interviews, protests, and encounters with police proved her flair for
propaganda and increased her media savvy, Sanger's crsade charged the air in
1516 as radicals held rallies culminating in a zeries of arvests that fovwsed on the
free specch and moral vamifications of birth control. Bul Sanger stood alone
among radicals in dedicating herself to this single cause and planning a strate-
gy to push the fight Bevond First Amendment challenges.

She had sannounced a plan to open a free chinic in New York’s Lower East
Side as eurly a5 August 19135, and during her lecture tour she repeated her intens
toestablizh a network of dinics modeled after those she had seen in Holland,
Upon returning to Mew York in the summer of 1016, she made it her inmedi-
ate goal to open a dinie, bring about her awn arrest, and make her argument
in court. Aceording to Sanger, after meeting with o grovp of Brooklyn mothers
secking contraceptive advice, she chose Brownsville, a squalid tenement neigh-
horhond of mostly poore Jewish and lalian immigrants, as the ideal site for a
clinic. She later noted that “ag long 8 1 had to violate the Tow anvhow, | con-
cluded T might as well vinlate iton o grand scale by including poverty as a rea-
som for giving contraceptive information.”™
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Sanger opened the two-room clinic on October ta, wos, with her sister Erhel
Bvrne, a registered nurse, and Fania Mindell a Jewish inumigrant fluent in ¥id-
dish whi served as interpreter and receptionist. To ensure that the opening of
ber “secret” elinfe would not go unneticed, she contacted the press and informed
the Broaklyn district attorney, though he never responded. From its first day,
the clinic was a success; hundreds of women lined up. patiently waiting their
i, For o ten-cent registration fee, they met with Sanger or Byrne, who showed
themn how e vse a pessary and told them where to obtain one. Some may also
Trapve peceived recipes for suppositories and douches and one or more of Sang-
er's pamphlens. Pessarfes and condoms were probably offered for sale at the clin-
ic, though Sanger later depied this. Over four hundred women visited the clin-
ic before police shut it down ten days later, on October 26, arcesting the three
women,®

Samger and Byrne were convicted and jailed in carly tmz, The trials and
imprisonments resulted in tremendons national publicity for the fledgling birth
control mavement, spreading the debate cver the legalization of contraception
to huuscholds, cluls meetings, and union halls, The media attention gave Sang-
er & decisive leadership advantage over the lesser-known NECL 1t alse drew a
socially prominent group of supporters 1o Sanger's side, who quickly organized
the Committer of 100 o raise defense money and sponsor mass mestings o
promote birth control.

The final outcome of the Brosensville trials gave Sanger muoch of whar she
wanted, A 1918 Mew York State court of appeals decision broadenead the inter-
pretation of the law by enabling physicizns to prescribe contraception (o wamen
for general health reasons rather than exclusmvely to prevent venereal disease.
In effect, Sanger's illegal action led Mew York State to provide legal protection
for doctor-staffed birth control clinics.

To provide a public forem for birth control, Sanger also started a new
monthly, the Birdi Control Bevicw { BCRY, Under the direction of Frederick Blos-
som, a socialist social worker, the BCR was lunched in February 1507 with an
article by Sanger justifying her tactics. "o Taw is teo sacred 1o break,” she wrote,
holdly setting her actions alongside those of such other notable wbreakers as
hioses, Christ, [dan of Are, George Washington, and John Brown,® The BCR
quickly became the chief source of information for birth control supporters;
subsequent issues contained articles by Sanger and other prominent Agures in
the movernent, palitical cartoons, poetry, book reviews, and letters.

The journal nearly folded in the summer of 17 when Sanger accused Blos-
som ol embezzement and mismanagement. The disagreement between them
erupted into an angry batile, with Blossom's socialist supporters denouncing
Sanger for aiving divty Taundry, The contlict reflected the growing chasm be-
tween Sanger and the radical organizations she had been 2o closely tied to in
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earlier years, Though she did not abandon her radical friends or lefiist causes,
she deapped many of her farmal ties 1w political organizations, As she pressed
for the acceptance of birth contral by the medical establishment, she also dis-
tanced herself, at least publicly, from her former anticapitalist arguments.

By 1g17, the socialist and anarchist supporters who had helped Sanger or-
chestrate her Worman Rebel defense were a negligible factor in the movement.
Radicals had serious problems to contend with in these years: government in-
timidation of leftist radical crganizations and suppression of antivar sentdment.
With the passage of the 117 Espionage Act and the 18 Sedition Act, criticiz-
ing the UL, government inany form became a federal crime, Ostensibly passed
to pratect the military, the government used these laws and the 1918 Immigra-
tion Act not anly to resiricl antiwar expression but also to suppress almost any
form oof radical dissent in the years after the war. Imprisonments and scare tac-
ties crushed the TWW and sent many labor leaders, socialisis, and anarchists to
prison, including Sanger's friends Eugene Debs, Marie Equi, and Bill Haywood,

Sanger, an ohserver of the war from hoth sides of the Atlantic, spoke out
forcibly against the draft in a June 117 BOR article. Urging American women
ter defy the government, she wrote, “You will make it necessary for this democ-
racy, which has st out to conscript your men for foreign warfare, to take them
aver the dead bodies of the protesting womanhood of the United States.™ Cver
the next two years, she defended her comrades on trial or imprisoned for their
antiwar senliment, even becoming an advisory board member of the League for
Ammesty of Political Prisoncrs, She sed the BCR o publish antiwar cartoons
and editorials criticizing the government's assault on the Lelt.’ Though the
aovernment prassured Sanger for Comstock law vinlations, periodically confis-
cating issues of the BOR and hownding and frally imprisoning its militant street
hawher, Ritty Marion, it ignored Sanger’s political dissenteven as other prom-
inent radicals were prosecuted for similer kinds of speech. Though she was kepr
under surveillange,” government authorities may have backed off hecause of her
expanding network of politically powerful Mew York friends or out of concern
that Sanger would turn a federal prosecution under the Espionage Act into
anather platform to discuss birth control. Sanger herself may have passed
through the repressive wartime atinosphere unscathed, but the official intaler-
ance took its tall an grass-roots birth control groups around the country, many
of which suspended their work vr disbanded aliogether,

Sanger's most fulfilling work during this time was running her “little ronm,”
an informal birth contral consultation clinic funded by & new friend, Julier
Rublee, a wealthy and politically well-pesitioned eeventric, who would help fund
nearly every aspect of Sanger's campaign and become her closest confident for
thre mext forty vears,

Apart from the BCR and her little clinic, Sanger had no clear agenda and no
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arginization to coslesce support, Stung by the wartime breakup of past alliznces
and indifferent to the MBCL and its moderate legislative focus, she was, by 1918,
unsure how W procesd, Norwas she secure in her personal life, Though she had
romantic linisons with such stimulating weiters and poets as Billy Williams,
Harald Hersey, and Walter Roberts, who all worked periodically al the BCR, she
was not interested in serious affairs, Her life was further complicated by a flare-
up of her tubercular lvmph nodes and bouts of severe exhaustion. She finally
resigned herself te s period of recovery and contemplation,

With funds provided by friends, Sanger went to California in the winter of
11815 b restand write. There she developed the theoretical under pinnings of
her crusade in Woaran ard the New Race, 2 book in which she merged her rad-
ical palitics and feminism with science-based inducements for smaller Timilies,
But the trip did litte 1o improve her health. A the decade ended, Sanger was
forced to stop everyihing znd retreat for a moenth to regain her strength,

WOTES

L MBS, Antolegrrphy 213-14; MS, " Why [ Went to Jail,” Together, Feb, tean, 20 (quote)
[MEM Srazionz), On the dinic, see New Yiork Tioees, July 22 and Sept. 12, 1906,
2. M5, .-'.rl:n.!lr'ngnrrr..||_:|'. 20519,
5. ME, “Shall We Tireak This Law? BOR, Fel. 1917, 4 (MY Srmran ).
4. ME, “Woman and War.”
4 For a Robert Minor cartoon, see SCR, Tune 1nz, 5,

fo, Margaret Sanger, FIRTFile 36-1100, obtaned wnder the BFreedom of Information Act
from LS, Department of Justice, Fedesal Bureaw of lnvest igation, Reguested s “Marga-
ret sanger, FBT file,” Sept. 1oa4; received Fala, 1908,

89, Froaxm WILLiam [ Ropinson

Providing contracepeion was lepal weder Secrion 12 of the New Yok Sraee Criminal Code.
Thee onely exception to that law was covered i Section 1645, which enebled physicians fa
prescribe contraceptives for the cure and preveation of disedse—commandy wndersond ra
relennt e provisior af condemns fe mice to prevent veaereal disense, Sanger raped her clivic
woueld fiell under Section 1ras, ad, as she lires eecalied, " began ta think of dectors thar 1
ket Several whva fed previously provuised wow refused. Feerate, trlepiraned, asked friends
fa sk ather fripids o belp e find o wonaen doctor o belp me desronsrnate te weed af a
birth cosvirel clivrc in New Yok, Noae coald be found, Ne one waied 1o oo fail, Mo ore
cired fo test the lave, Perhaps it wenld Tave to be done withewt @ doctor, Bont it bad o be
diome e §ksnews™ Mo Letrers sirvive docismeniing Saigpers efforts do seek a physician for
her eliniic, bt she selicited advice frope Willinm J. Rolinson, eee of the few American Med-
teal Associarion members wha sapporred biri conteal, on e probable reaction of the
sheealical community, witich was Tasiite botl to the ideq of free clinics aud 1o medieal sere
wices provided by lapswvomeen, (M5, My Fight, 15a—53; Meckel, Save the Babies, 136-27.)
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Paew York [ N1
September 13, 1916,
Dear Margaret:

1 hawve your note,'! The American Medical Asseciation® cannot and will
nat in any way interfere with you—it s outside of its domain. The only Soci-
ety that could have something to say would be the New York County Medical
Society, but Tam quite certain that you need [ear nothing at their hands, be-
cause their province is only te interfere with illegal practitioners, with people
who treat disease, As you will not deal with treatment, only with hygienic ad-
vice, they can have nothing to say 10 you,” OF that, [ repeat, L am guite cer-
tain. Meither can Federal authorities have anything to say in the matter. The
only people you have to be afraid of are the State authorities, or the Viee So-
ciety® 1f you conduct the thing properly [ believe vou will have no trouble.

And the first and most important thing for you to do is to have every
woman who applies for advice sign a slip that she is a married woman and
that she wants the information for her personal use, as for cither hygienic, he-
reditary ar econemic reasons she feels herself unable to kave any more chil-
dren. OF cowse yon cannol demand of the women to bring their marrizge
certificates, but the fact alone that they sign such a statement would absolve
o Fromm any Blamne and from any possible acensations of fostering “inumoral-
ity TF your should publicly declare yourself willing to give thar information e
unirried women you would have the law down on pouar onge.?

[F vor o it as [sav and if you don’t charge the peaple anything for ad-
vice, which | know you won’t, they would have grean difficulty in doing amy-
thing to you, and this Birth Conteal Clinic might become the germ of thou-
sands of similar clinics.

The whole thing is to conduct it in such a way as to avoid all unnecessary
antagonisne. You will have encugh unavoidable antagonism but with this we
have ta count,

As o the photo play, let Mr M. call me up and Twill give i an appoint-
ment.” will certainly be glad to read it, and if it meets with my approval [
shall certainly give it all our moral support. Most sincerely vours,

We: | Robinson [signed]

E.S. Again [say, go slowly and carefully in the matter of the Birth Clinic. It is
a splendid opportunity, and it would be 2 pity to spoil it

TLS MSP DLC (LCM 1ocg-s].
1. The letter was not fouwnd.

2. The American Medical Association was founded in 1347 to create medical standazds,
mmprove education, and organize physicians. MS was, i ber words, rustrated by e “s1ol-
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i tndafTerence and ignoranee of the medical profession on e entice subject. The man
who wats an expest in performing gmecological operations seemed quite unaware of the
importance of preventing conceplion.” She was particularly angry that “abaortion laws
were broad enough to allow in such cases o “duly licensed physician® to perform an abor-
tiexn in erder 10 save the life of either the woman orthe child., 1t all seemed such a chaotic
state o me—that it was perfectly legal 1o go tlir the sufferings of abortion, but illegal 1o
prevent conception,” (M3, Letter to the Editar, Medical World, Nov. 1917, qoz-2.)

1. Though M5 daimed she provided only verbal advice to wormen and did net sell or
otherwise furnish comtraception. she did not make as sharp a distinction bevween *ad-
vice™ and "rreatment.” One of the arresting palice afficers <laimed 1o have leard her
say, A doctor o midwile may fit this for vou, or if vou bring it 1o me, why [shall adjuse
it myself™ (New York v Sanger, 222 Mew York 192, 08 MLE. 837 |MSM Cis:398].)

4 He was refersing 1o the Mew York Society for the Suppression of Vice, then headed
by lohn 5. Sumer.

3 When a worm arsived at the Brownsville Clinic, her history was taken, including
questions about her bushand's trade and wages. M5 later admitted asking the women
if they were marsied but not whether she gave them birth control information if they
were not. (M8, “Clintes, Courts and Jails,” 3—4.)

6. This was prabably an early version of Birth Control, a silent film that deamatized
ME's caely work on the Lower Bast Side through the fortunes of a struggling mothers oo
poor to purchase contrceptives and a middle-class woman with a small, healtly Fam-
il M5 wrote the sereenplay, possibly with the help of Frederick Blossom, “br M. was
B 5. Moss DE7E—1a51)a theater syndicate founder whao produced the film inoony theough
Ris Message Feature Film Company. {Message Photoplay Press Sheet [A05F, DLC un-
filmed scraghbooks|; Brovwnlow, Bebind tie Mask, 45—s0; New York Times, Dec. 13, 1951.)

g, Newsparer Inverview: “Forrce Can’t Srtor Me”

O Octnber 16, 1006, Sanger apesced tise dooes of the narion's first bivth poverol cinic, a skl
storefrontat 36 Amilop Street in Braokhie A dorsiaen wf fifty dollars from Knte Crane Garrz,
a phitavishsapist Saeiger Feadd st i Log Angeles durimg her mond town, paid the frer monti's
renis Senger ana Fenta Mindall, who had retwrned frooe Clhicago ta elp with the clivie,
circidered flvers prociaiming, “Mothers, Do net Bill, do ner teke e, bt prevent™ by ab-
taiming “safe, Rareiless information” frome “trmned merses® or English, Vidaish, and Iral-
fan, Spweral papess rman stories an e operation of the dinic and her goals, The fallewing
ReWEREeE iferview wias plien by Sarger st days after the dinic apencd, {Brownsville Olinie

Sver, Ot 1926 (MEM Ssa:8zg : MS, Autobiography, 204-16. For ather articles on tie olis-

i clring its fivst fwe wieeks of operation, soe New York Call, Oct, 20, 1916 Mew Yoek Tei-
bune, Ot zq, w6 and Brooklyn Daily Eagle, (3, 22 and 2.4, 115,)

[ Mewe York, N.¥|
[October 22, 2016]
“The poor, century-behind-the-times public officials of this country
might just as well forget their moss-grown statutes and accept birth control
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as an established fact. My new national plan malkes it as inevitable as night
and day.”

Mrs. George! Sanger, short and smiling, with 2 tinge of red in her hair
il more than that in her eye, sat in her little two by four hotel bedroom and
sitiel that here today. Within the last forty-eight hours she has establisled
semi-secretly in this city the fiest out-and-out hirth control clinic in the Unit-
ed States—the law, & Federal indictment and numerous arrests all over the
couniry to the contrary notwithstanding,

Law Can't Reach Her.

“The police are hunting my clinic today,” she went on. “They can't find i
I they should, they can't huet it Tt is an ceal cinic, and the law savs nothing
about not spreading birth contral information orally.? If they da [Ty fo inter-
fere, Lam legally prepared to cavry a hard and bitter fight 2o the highest tri-
bunal in the land, with the best legal talent thers is.

Four more secret clinics will be running in Mew York within a weel. In
less thin a vear there will be clinics in Washington, Cleveland, Detrair, St
“aul, Minneapolis, Mibwaukee, Denver, St Louis, Los Angeles, San Francisco,
San Diegu, Portland, Seattle, Spokane and Butte. They are every ane arga-
nized and ready to apen the minute [ say the word. The Washington cinic
will open within a few days,®
Women are Eager.

Do the women like it Say, you ought ta go down in the neighborhond we
have canvassed with secret circulars the last forty-eight hours. The women
have heen coming in by the dozens. You can hear them calling from house to
house in the congested district, 'O, Mrs, Rosenbaum, vou ought to see this
this is soimething fine!”

Within two years every man and worman in this country will know how
miany children they can afferd to have, And, when they know that, [ predict
that two generations of hirth control will wipe out all the slams, eliminate
the birth of mental defectives, minimize the number of humans in our in-
sane asylums and autematically put a stop te child labor and prostitution.

Lsay it will wipe out child labor because statistics show that g7 per cent of
our child labor is recruited from families that are 1o lurge to be cared for by
the parents.*

Tsay it will wipe out the worst of prostitution because statistics prove it
a3 per cent of the girls taken from lives of prostitutes and placed in industrial
homes come from poar parents, with nine or more children *

Lack of Attention.

Foverty doesn’t force these pirls into prostitution, but the lack of atten-
ticn they get, with so many children at home, and the general sordiad tone of
their lives naturally leads them to such a life.

My friends and myself are going to bring the people of this country to re-
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alize that a man making only 515 2 week cannel afford 1o marry, much less
have children.® And they' Tl learn that the average workingman's family
should not exceed twie children, even under the most favorable physical con-
ditions.

This is the work the law and public officials are trying to stop, The poar,
blind officials really are not ta blame, they simply live in their law books;
They don’t live along in everyday life; and, 2s the Taw is @ century behingd the
tirnes, so are the officials.”

Wi Taew Call, Ot 2z, v, B The artiche by Gearpe marzin rar under ke title “*Pelice Can't Stop e,
Fays Marganel Sanper,” with the subheading “Birth Comtrod Clinke Secretand Oral, She Declarss—More
1 Be Opened Seon.”

1. This was an incoreect reference w Mrs, William Sanger.,

2. While the federal Comstock Act was limited to the use of the postal service, Sec-
Ly 1122 of the Mew Yok State Penal Code made it a misdemeanor 1o sell, lend, exhibit,
or advertise contraceptive materials and held ceiminally responsible anyone who “gives
inforrmation crally, stating when, where, how, of whom, or by what means" one could
pet contraceptives. (William McEinney, ed., The Consalidared Laws of New York, Areo-
taited, vol. 39 [Monhporr, MUY, 1917], 4171800

3. M35 had rented rooms for 2 Manhattan clinic on Avenuae A, but she focused on the
Brovwnsville site fest. She abandoned the Manhaman rooms after her second arrest Apart
fremm Brovwnsville, the only ciske that apened Dn 1916 was @ short-lived informal clinic
i 50, Paul, Minnesota, (Mew Yerk Times, Sepr. iz, 1006; New York Call, Oct 2o, 1008 New
York Trilaoe, Qe 2, 106; MBS, "Clinics, Cours and Jails,” 3.

4. She probalily based her assertions ona ae5 asticle that inferred from investigations
by the National Child Labor Comtmittes from 1912-15 that large familics produced most
of the child workers, (Mary Alden Hopking, "Large Families and Child Labor,” Hasper's
Weeekly, AUE. 7, 1915, 13536, )

5. The source for 35's figures was not feend, thowgh stoudies indicated that prosti-
tutes were more likely to come from overcrowded, poverty-stricken homes. [Mew York
Committes of Fourteen, Tie Social Evil in Mew Yok Cine [Mew Yook, 1o, igr—200; A.
Maude Eoyden, Downward Paths |London, g6, 21.)

6. [n 1gug, the average weekly pay for a production worker was s1068; by 1z, thas
had increased 1o 52850, (118, Burcan of the Census, Historival Staristics af e United
Stires [Mew York, 1976 ], 172,

01, Newseaprer INTervIiEW: “MRS, SANGER TO
Reopew Crwre”

The pudice mewitored tee Browsesvalle Clines from i opering and senl @ femnle wedercaver
agert o micrchase comirpcepefve supplies. O October 26, thep shar dewn the clivic, arrest-
ing fiest Senger and Mindell and then Bpene later that nighs, Duiring the raid, the palice
confiscated twventy-nine Mizpah pessarics, an assortment af condaas, tablets, supposita-
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rivs, aed eiedival equirenean, as well as taenrp “baoks oo pasng wiriee,” most el Whar
Ewvery Girl Should Enow, Saeger and Minaell spent tie vigher in e Sapmond Sreeer dail,
Hyre at the Lilerty Avenae Stanes i Broakiyn, AN were seleqsed the next day on five
feweclrecd ddodlars bonl, Falloveing severel postponements, o rev e grrsgied gt Kreok-
Acloterzs Stret caet on Neveriber & grd sclwailed for teial i dee court af spe
= Wiear fallmvs i an dntervien withz Songer condacted o week aler e arvaipreen,
Tt of a Toveper article oo her arrest, (Mew York Call, Oan 27, 1o06: Miagéstrares Drocker, 10t
Diisteict Bropkiye, Ot 26, 1906 WMSM Cizozal, For dociments refating ta the tefals amd
appealz, see New York v, Margaret Sanger {Brownsville srfal) (MEM Ciaipa-2o8 aod
Sogear—azzl; for the coveplete st of confiseated steons, 2o MSM Craezs,)

&5

| M York, MUY
| Nevember 13, 0016]

“1eomsider i0my duty to reopen my clinic,” said Mrs, Sanger yesterday at
her office, 1og Filth avenue, where she s preparing the ficst number of her
magazing, The Birth Conteol Beview, that will appear December 1" " The suc-
cess el the cinde during the ten davs Belore the raid by the pelice showed
that it s a2 woenderful boon o the poor wemen of that congested section of
Broaklyvn where all the people are poor and have no Enowledge of the means
to firnid the sie of their families, Hundreds of women of all natonalities
came 1o the clinie for information.’

“The news ol the opening of the clinic, which was the first in the Unitad
States, reached wo all parts of the country, and women have journeyed from
distant points on Long lsland, from Massachusetts and haine o ger the in-
formation we alone would give them. A woman came from Maine amnd
brought her children with her becavse there was no ong to leave them with
at home. After all the long journey she found the dooes of the clinic Incked,
The neighbors wld her where she could fnd me so her trip was nat in vain,

“Twill make the fight in Brownsville alone this tme and will keep the
clinis apen wnrl it is clesad again by o police raid® or until it is geing so suc-
cesalully that 1 ean Teave it in the chirgg of a nurse, Then Twill open another
clinig in Manhattan. | have all the material for the Manhattan clinie but will
not undertake that until the Brooklyn fight 15 settled.

“ldo not understand why the police and the district attorney keep on
hounding me. The most conservative agree that a clinic is the best method
far the spreading of information about Gunily limistion e poor women o
whom every child means a tremendons burden, The district atterney of New
York County promised women interested in birth control agitation that he
waonld not interfere with them as long as their propaganda was conducted
“decently.” They gave out seme Jeallets at Union Square and now are awaiting
trial, Baving been srrested despite the district attorney’s promises.™

“Mrs. Sanger o Beopen Clinze,” Mo Tk Call, Now 13, 1008, 5.
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v Fhe irss fssue of the BOR did not appear wntil February 1907, Her frst editorial was
“Sluall W Breal This Law" 4 (MSM Szo:pag).

z M3 estiated that she smw bebwasn 430 and 0o womet prie 1o the poalice shur-
duwn of the divc, {Prapie o Mew Fork v Sanger, 222 Nev fork 102 (18] MS, "Clinice,
Courts and Jails,” 5-.1.)

3. M5 reapened the cdinic on Movember 13 and was arrested a second time on Ho-
vembier 1, on chirges of ma intairing a public nuisance. Police wers then stationed at
the chimic o see that it remained daosed. Tndicted Ty the Fiings Couwity Graned Jury in
December o7 fanuary, she pleaded not guilty and was released on another free hundred
dollars bail. This indictment, moved from the court of gpecial sessions the county
court for jury trial, was Iater disomissed. (8w York Times, Nov 1, 1016, and Jan. 26, 2.

4. Sl was referving o the prodecitions of Jesie Ashley, Bolton Hall, and [da Bauh
Eaatian, wheosvere convieted and fined despite Distict Attorney Edward Swann's (1662
L5k promise 0ot 10 intesfere with the distribution of birth eontrol pamphlets. (See k5
ta Cluarles 2nd Biessie Dirpsclale, Aug, g, 1906, note 26, herein; and New York Times, Sepl.
1, 15495, )

ga. To James | McinorNeY

lames | Melneriey, one of tioree judges assigned 1a feear the Brownsville case, had presided
aver the trils af fessie Astley and Williars Zangen, ar whose trial e said, “Too meany per-
s drevee tize e rlvad i v wrong to have eleildren, Some womien are sa selfish that thep de
izt want te b Fotfaered witk thee If smme persons wonld go arownd and wrge Christian
woren te besr dhaldren, instead of wasting their eone on waman suffrage, this city and
e wniacdid bt hetter afiT7 Ar Ashley’s October s eriel, Melnerrey dissented from e
atfarity rading that let her ofFwith a (o, saging thae e wonld Tavve sentenced her to tliir
ty by i el Sanger released @ press statement (el fouwnd | o wlicls she geeised Melner-
szepeon Beneny enelicially e fo fry her case and charecterized B az steeped in the prossese
Fagoery soed relzgions preyadice” (Meluerney quoted in Abott, "Conviction of Williem
Sanger, ; Maw Yok Times, Ocn 32, aoed: New York Teibune, Now 27, 1006 and New
York Call, Now a7, e )

New York City, [W.Y]
Mo, 26th 16,
An Open Letter to Judge || Melnerney:
Sir:

As @ man, &5 & citizen of o democracy, a5 an American pledged 1o the prin-
ciples and spirit on which this republic was founded, as a judge obligated by
aath to fair and impartial judgment, do you in your decpest conscience con-
sider vourselt qualified o oy my case?

In thaose Birth Control cases at which you have presided vou have shown
ter all thinking men and women an unfziling prejudice and exposed a mind
steeped in the bigotey and intolerance of the Inquisition.




To come before you implics conviction.

Mo, in all fairness, do yous want a cage of this character browught forcilsly
efore vou when the defendent feals and bBelieves that vou are prejudiced
against hert!

Margaret FL Sanger,

THey MSE. DLC (LEM 1zzad, Returm paddness: "1 Fifth ave.” Handwritten notes by an unddentilied
amthor read, 211he 1wep, “An Appeal 1o & Judge's Sense of [ustice,” and ax the bonss, " NOTE—Twodiaz
lateer rg o b pelievend feoen sinting oo ihis case [Alepthle].”

1. M5 declared she would not attend her Movember 27 trial of Melnerney |:ln:-ci-:|."r]
and she requested a jury trial, Melnernay then relesed o statement denying that be was
F‘TL1I:I|:|1|:L|:I it .mr\ewl] tor Teense himself, M5 request for 2 jury trial was dented, and
her case was |'|l."ITn:| by a three-judge tribunal. (New Yark Call, Mov, 25, 114.)

03. Prisow Diary

The Brovwnsville trials began witl Stfed Byeee's on Janaary g, i, Before e courr of spe-
gl seesions, cr.urrd.rnrmr_,'?.'l'ﬂ'd- with socially PrORURIE wormes, e defense anornep
domaily §, Goldstein argied thay Section 042 of the State Penel Code Ceeder witich all fhree
Agfendants were charged) was wevorstatational. Bur dee courl refuzed 1o ear e defense’
wain witnesses (nclocing Sanger’s plysioaan Meoreis Kaliy, whose bty conrrol stedy for
Mew Yark City’s Department af Health conclueled it two-thivds of parients knew ne-
g wiront e [rrevinine |r_||-..|‘.'l|: e i ) aeid Toeited Goldsiedn's i fiRenn o ﬂﬁﬂc‘.‘l -
wtes, Brrne was convicted wr ety 22 and sevtereced o ety diaps i dhie Blackwells -
fearacd workbenese. She proveply weiet on @ Feerdger 2fvive. Sanger's frial Began on Jawieary za
I'?a'ﬁr.rr Trisnnees Jodoz I Freschy, Moses Heeroman, and George G O eefe dn @ cowrtsome aver-
Meweg witle secaalites, reporters, and ebout ifiy Srownseille Clivie clients, sy of e
suibprnemcaial by tlze proseewiion fo festife The clizels enwittingly iceininrad Sauger by
testafiang theat she hod provided bzt control information and conrsiceprives, b their tragic
stertes af moeliiple |r|"5.f_rrrr'e|£f.;. anfan deaths, incessand childbivtly, poverry, and dizease
substartnited fer sodvedinonzic (rgie s, EI?IEI‘LF el ,l-l.:'lrjreu alrl.'r.:r' i .I'I'}l!lrln'd]}' 2 Jie the
wake off Erhel Byroes haoeger sivite, e g _.m:'n:’-e.s trreed o v sk Sanger a santyr by
effering her o :ln_r.ll.lzu.u: sevpfesnoe 1 sie waneled Pmr-u-t i eliide Iy el awe Sasges, win
r.rralll'u'?lgc'rfrlr.ll v guuailt bt fhee hivve dselfy veplied, "1 can't vespect the law az 3 exists fodaz”
Sy chewse i r.rrIFI'_y"hl..l_:l prisen senience over o fine and wis fken Defo custody on Febneary
5 and processeed ay Blactwells Jeland (owrenily Rovsevelt Il ) befoee being transfersed
te thie bess tafiernens Queeens Cineety FPeritentiarg: Sanger gept tee following dinee of ber
IR ncludend o travseried version i My Figlat for Birth Coateal, 17—
S ]".ln:' (.'n:.lrl ol Dreserdimies in Jrer E"el.'u-arprlrm L B |'.'Jr HOHOF 8 I'leJrln.rI 51 I'.:‘rJ?h'-
maraed gt o1, are indicated i endnetes, [(Corning Lesder, h.l' 2, 100 ME, Anko-
biography, 22037 Iqeste o 237]; Jorah [ Goldstein, "Te Béeth Control Cluie Cases”
BB, Fab agam & Mew Yook Times, Jan ad-20 gl .'?1 7, 2=, pRE)

Cueens Co Penitentiary [Long flaed City, N.Y
[ Febroary 6, 1927]
First Day.

Diirly a few minuies after the reporiers left me at the worlhouse— Twas
taken into the Hospital or Doctars room to be examined & finger printed 1
refused both.!

Then taken back to Mother Slatterys? reom & all my possessions returned
to me— I was passed over to a woman & man placed into @ wagon & driven
some length down the Island in front of the Penitentiary. We then got on the
boat & came to N.YC 57 51 1 think not o weord as 10 where Twas being tak-
en—aAlice in Wonderlond [ rraly was, adter various changes on cars—came Lo
Long Island City to Queens County Penitentiary, Warden—a nice youthful
chap—met me asked me about lunch & hoped §was not going ona hunger
strike which 1 said mu—naor wiless [was forced on one from bad food. Sen
[ntroduced o very motherly mateonly woman e me & sent up some lunch.’
Put me inta cell 2ue, whene Josephine Blank 15 also near by in same corridar,

Tosephine is a very interesting type—a half wild nature! iritated by
chains & bars. Maturally intwitive—high tempered & quick—outspoken to
an unpleasant degree at times—

Has no use for men or mesn women—but drinks a "bit" once in 2 while. A
Lind liis hearted women considered off, but [ think very intelligent—

Afternoon drags slowly—& supper bread & maolasses 8 e seemed faste-
less—lowked inat sPM—lights oot g coleck, Other women in cortidor work
for warden & only come in at 7 oclock, S0 days alone with Tusephine”

Wednesday [ Folreary 7, 1007

Colls open at 7, but bells ring at & oclock—breakfast oatmeal & salt &
milk & coffee—iwo slices |1-|-L:1r|. [ertoerefreel?]” clean cells—a walk in air—
talked with lite colored girl “Liza" who knew of bMis Sanger & called ot
“Youse cats don't you"i*

Dinner of stew & bread— Afternoon four letters—called 10 Wardens
rootn 1o be finger printed—told him T ohjected to being classed as & criminal®
supper ol—tea ]m::LrI steweed] poaches,

Wamen like Warden McCarm & Mairon— Atmosphere here very differ-
ent from Workhouse or Raymend St Jail—" Women are not trealed as well
as men though—nat allowed papers—uor to send cut for .1|11.'th|.|13,” which
men zre allowed—no visitors only two o month, All letters read going &
coming which is an ouirage.

Thursdav— [ Febrisary &, 7]

Hominy 8 coffee (no sugar ever) walk—talked to semi negress wom-
an’—dope fiend—indefinite sentence, Horrible liberties a State takes with
humman lives—3dor a "erime” of drink—aor dope which should be considered
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